NEWSLETTER NO. 16

15 DECEMBER 2021

TERM 4 WEEK 11

FROM THE EXECUTIVE TEAM
Dear Mount Rogers families,
Well, we have just about made it! An 11-week Term 4 has certainly been
busy, and at times challenging, but together we have got there. Together
the entire school community has supported each other through the ups
and downs of 2021, and I am grateful.
The spirit and generosity of this wonderful community was shown today
through the overwhelming contributions under a Giving Tree. The Helping
Hand Pantry at St Paul’s Ginninderra will be full, and hampers will be
created in the coming days by volunteers there and distributed out to
families in need in West Belconnen. Thank you everyone.
How great was Market Day last Friday - so much fun! Despite the weather
and our COVID processes, the day was a huge success. Over $3000 was
raised by the students. Thank you to all families for supporting this event.
Yesterday we said farewell to 61 year students at two COVID safe
Graduation Assemblies. During these assemblies I spoke to the students
about how to embrace change – something they have demonstrated so
well over the last two years. In my speech I said:
Embracing change means that you don’t see change or challenge as
something difficult but rather as an opportunity to try something new
or improve who you are.
Life is full of change; you never know what is just around the corner.
I also gave the students my top tips to support them when facing change
or challenge.
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IMPORTANT
Mount Rogers Primary is an
ANAPHYLACTIC FRIENDLY SCHOOL
Please do not bring into our school:
NUTS and nut products (please be aware
that Nutella spread and many muesli/health
bars contain nuts)
FISH including prawns and tuna
SESAME including hummus, some snack
bars, vege chips, tahini, as bread topping
EGG as egg sandwiches or boiled

REMINDERS
16 Dec

Yr 6 Fun Day – Inflatable World,
Kambah 9:30am - 2:30pm

16 Dec

Last day for donations to the
Giving Tree – supporting The
Helping Hand Food Pantry

16 Dec

Yr 6 Dinner – School Hall

16 Dec

Yr 5/6 Graduation Disco –
School Hall 7:15-8:30pm
(favourite movie or TV theme)

16 Dec

Healthy Hut Canteen - CLOSED

Tip #1 Remember that change is normal and necessary.
Tip #2 Remember that some things are outside your circle of control.
Tip #3 Find out more – one of the best ways to cope with change is
to understand as much as you can about it.

17 Dec

Healthy Hut Canteen - CLOSED

Tip #4 As you go through change, take small steps and focus on little
wins or achievements.

17 Dec

Talent Quest
Student only event

Tip #5 Be optimistic.

17 Dec

Last day – Term 4

Tip #6 Ask for help.
Continued next page

TERM DATES
Term 4

5 October – 17 December

2022
Term 1

31 Jan/1 Feb – 8 April

Term 2

26 April – 1 July

Term 3

18 July – 23 September

Term 4

10 October – 16 December

FROM THE EXECUTIVE - Continued
As part of this group, we are also saying goodbye to
27 families whose journey with Mount Rogers ends
with their year 6 student graduating. I thank these
families for the support and contributions to the life of
the school during their time with us. Tomorrow our
Year 6 students have their Fun Day and in the evening
their Graduation Dinner and Disco. It’s going to be a
fun filled day. From everyone at Mount Rogers we
wish our Year 6 students every success and happiness
as you embark on the adventures ahead in High
School. A special thank you to my hardworking and
dedicated Year 5/6 team, who have been incredibly
busy over the last 6 weeks ensuring all these events
can go ahead in a COVID safe way.
This week we are also saying farewell to a few staff
members. Some of these staff have been at the school
for a significant amount of time and others for only a
short period. It is very normal for educators to move
between schools and look for ways to progress their
careers. We say farewell to:
Liz Marman – Liz is off to be the Deputy Principal at
Southern Cross Early Childhood School. We miss her
already!
Emma Burriss – Emma’s commitment and dedication
to the students both as a classroom teacher and PE
and health specialist has been outstanding. During her
time here there has not been a carnival, sporting event
or team that has not had the Burriss organisational flair
to it. Thank you Emma! Emma has decided it is time
to spread her wings and try a new school setting. We
wish her all the best at Fraser Primary School in 2022.
Anita Cox - Our beautiful Anita in the front office is
retiring in January. Efficient, flexible and supportive
Anita had been an enormous support to staff, students
and families over the last 6½ years. Anita has been the
person who has ensured every student has the ‘pens &
paper’ they need to be successful in the classroom and
staff orders are filled. I am particularly grateful for
Anita’s green thumb and her ability to keep the plants
in my office alive as I cannot!
Nerida Knight (School Psychologist) - Nerida has
worked incredibly hard alongside students, families,
and the staff of Mount Rogers over the last 8 years. I
thank her for her support and guidance and wish her
all the best in 2022. We will welcome a new school
psychologist in 2022.
Leah Brideson (Cultural Integrity Coordinator) - Leah
has provided strategic support across the school from
preschool to year 6 to develop and implement
programs, activities, and resources to embed
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives into
student learning.

LSA Lianne Gyles – Lianne has played a pivotal role in
the school championing Loose Parts Play over the last
2 years. As well as supporting our students in the Small
Group Program, Lianne has worked hard to support all
staff and students to embrace their imagination and
create and play with items from the Loose Parts Play
Shed. So much fun.
We also wish Kiah Creighton (Ducie) and Veronica Virk
(Briggs) all the best as the await the arrival of new
additions to their family - how exciting! They will both
be on parenting leave in 2022.
Farewell to Kate, Steph and Corinne our Canteen staff
who finish up at the end of this year too. I know you will
join me in thanking them for everything they have done
to support the students and special events at our school.
We wish them all the best for the future. The P&C are
currently recruiting a new person or team to take over
the running of the Healthy Hut in 2022.
I thank all these staff for their contributions, dedication,
and support during their time at Mount Rogers. You will
all be missed. At the start of next year we will welcome
a few new staff to the Mount Rogers community. These
people will be made known to you through the first
newsletter of 2022.
So once again thank you! I could not do my job without
the support of this community. Special thanks to the
members of my School Board and P&C who have been
behind me every step of the way during 2021. I wish
everyone a wonderful holiday break. Take some time to
rest and reflect.
I look forward to seeing everyone back on Tuesday,
1 February, with our Kindy students the day before on
Monday 31 January.
Stay safe.
Warm wishes
Felicity Levett – Principal

2022 – TERM 1
YEAR 5/6
CAMP
WEDNESDAY MARCH 30 TO FRIDAY APRIL 1
Borambola Sport and Recreation Centre

IS YOUR PRESCHOOL CHILD STARTING
KINDERGARTEN AT
MOUNT ROGERS PRIMARY IN 2022?

ACTSMART SCHOOLS AWARDS 2021

Please remember…
To complete and return the forms included in your
Information Pack to your child’s preschool teacher or
the school office by Friday, 17 December 2021.
This will facilitate your child’s smooth
transition to Kindergarten.

LIBRARY STOCKTAKE
The end of the school year is almost here, and the
library staff need to complete our stock take.

PLEASE RETURN ALL OUTSTANDING
LIBARARY BOOKS NOW
We appreciate your help.
Thank you for your support during this year.
Thank you
Debbie Lees (Teacher-Librarian)
Wendy (Library Assistant)

Positive Behaviours Learning (PBL) Program
Respectful, Inclusive, Safe and Engaged

The Actsmart Schools program is delivered by the ACT
Government Environment Planning and Sustainable
Development Directorate. The program supports and
empowers all ACT schools and their community to take
climate action, reduce their emissions and improve their
sustainability through collaboration and innovation.
The Actsmart Schools Sustainability Awards celebrate
excellence in sustainable management of the Actsmart
Schools focus areas; waste and recycling, energy, water,
increasing biodiversity, reducing transport emissions and
actions to include sustainability in the curriculum.
The Awards are an opportunity for schools to recognise
and celebrate contributions made by students, teachers
or staff and environment teams.

Congratulations
Ms Stephens and the fantastic students
who represented Mount Rogers at the
2021 ACTsmart School Sustainability
Awards on 9 December 2021.
SUSTAINABILITY LEADERSHIP AWARD
(PRIMARY STUDENT TEAM)
Highly Commended
Roger Rangers Sustainability Leaders

MOUNT ROGERS P&C CANTEEN
THE HEALTHY HUT

END OF YEAR
ARRANGEMENTS
 Thursday 16 December - CLOSED
 Friday 17 December - CLOSED

To our wonderful Year 6 students who
graduated yesterday

For all Canteen enquiries - Ph 6142 2760
www.flexischools.com.au

Farewell and a BIG thank you to
Kate, Steph & Corinne, our Healthy
Hut canteen staff, who finish up at
the end of this year.

MOUNT ROGERS GIVING TREE
As the end of the year approaches it’s
time for us to share a simple yet
important message with students.
Christmas is a time for giving

You can donate non-perishable food items to put
under our Giving Tree for The Helping Hand Food
Pantry (operated by St Paul’s Ginninderra,
Spence).
Think of what you would like in your pantry at
Christmas. This is a simple way we as a community
can support others.
Previously, St Paul’s has provided our school with
volunteers to run a breakfast program.

YEAR 6 EVENTS
Thursday, 16 December 2021
Year 6 Fun Day – 9:30am to 2:30pm
Inflatable World, Kambah

Items can be donated until TOMORROW
THURSDAY, 16 DECEMBER – 3:30PM

Year 6 Dinner
Mount Rogers Primary School Hall

The goods will then be delivered to St Paul’s ready
for Christmas hampers to be made and distributed
to families in need in our local community.

Year 5/6 Disco – 7:15pm TV & Movie theme
Mount Rogers Primary School Hall

Reminders
EXCURSION & PERMISSION
NOTES
YEAR

TOPIC

2022
K-6

Classroom Resources

For
2021
only
Pre - 6

DUE

PAYMENT
$90/student

Voluntary
Contribution

See below

Preschool $200
Primary $100 / $150

Please note
FOR

2022 VOLUNTARY
CONTRIBUTIONS

The 2022 Voluntary Contribution form for will be
sent home to families early in Term 1 2022.
Please wait until you receive this form to make any
financial contributions for 2022.
This is a requirement for our financial system.

Notes and/or payments received after the due
date will NOT be accepted.

2022 CLASSROOM RESOURCES
Supporting your child’s learning

$90 per child - please ensure that your child has all
the stationery items necessary for their learning in
2021.
Payment can be made by:
▪ Cash / cheque
▪ Online payment facility via website
▪ EFTPOS – at school office

Thank you for your support
FOR 2021 ONLY
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS
Supporting your child’s learning
Your voluntary contribution goes directly toward
purchasing educational resources for students.
Primary:
1 child
2 or more children in family
Preschool:
1 child
2 or more children in family

$100
$150 total cost
$200
$150 per child

Payment can be made by:
▪ Cash / cheque
▪ Online payment facility via website
▪ EFTPOS – at school office

Thank you for your support

FUN WITH FRIENDS THESE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS!
Communities at Work Summer School Holiday Programs are
open for bookings. The programs will be running weekdays
over the summer school holidays from
7.30am to 6pm every day and focus on fun.
Visit their website to get all the scoop on dates, activities and
more.
Expect lots of fun incursions, activities, and excursions these
holidays, including trips to the movies, fun at the Canberra
Olympic pool, water play, active sports, circus games… and
more!
Communities at Work continue to ensure the safety of your
child is paramount with increased hygiene and cleaning
protocols, guided by the latest advice from the ACT
Government and ACT Health.
Visit www.commsatwork.org/shp for details of program
locations, dates, activity list, enrolment information and more.

