NEWSLETTER NO. 6

9 MARCH 2022

TERM 1 WEEK 6

FROM THE EXECUTIVE TEAM
Dear Mount Rogers families,
I’m not quite sure how but it is March and Autumn and we are just over
halfway through the term! I feel like it will be Easter before we know it.
The Seesaw application is live in all classes. Most teachers are posting updates
about learning and happenings in the classroom. Please remember the most
secure way to relay information regarding student absence, need or behaviour
is via email or phone, we endeavour to keep Seesaw about learning only. I
hope you are enjoying the insight into the classroom.
Our focus on writing across the school is very evident as I visited classes during
the week. Preschool are looking at interesting words in the books they read,
and the letters they begin with. Our Kindy students have been looking at
different letters, how to form them correctly and then investigating words
that begin with these letters. Our year 1/2 students are learning about
adjectives and boundary punctuation (capital letters and full stops). The year
3/4 students are learning to write a procedure through developing ‘How to
Guides’. I have seen how to make a sandwich and how to wash your hands,
both very useful. The year 5/6 students are learning how to persuade people.
So far I have been persuaded that dogs are in fact better than cats, but not
that school uniforms should be banned. The students are looking deeply into
words that can help persuade such as reconsider, implore you to…, obviously…
I am pleased to say that I have been working with the Infrastructure section of
the Directorate to improve the front entry of the school. In particular we are
looking at creating a safe ramp and overhead shelter to protect from the
weather at the door. I have expressed to the architect my keenness to make
the front of the school more accessible and welcoming. I have seen some
preliminary drawings and am excited. Watch this space.
Thank you to all those who have already paid their voluntary contributions for
the year. The 2022 voluntary contributions will be used to support the
upgrading of furniture across the school, including the purchasing of brandnew seating for our school hall. The current hall seating is original to the
school (circa 1973), and has come to the end of its life. If you missed the note,
a copy is attached with this newsletter.
As Autumn is well and truly here and the number of jumpers and jackets in the
school increases, can I please remind you to label everything! Teachers are
working hard to manage lost property within their cohorts and unnamed
clothing is making this very tricky. A permanent marker name on the label of
the item works best. Thank you for your support with this.
Enjoy the Canberra Day long weekend everyone, if the weather allows maybe
you will spot a hot air balloon or 5!
Warm wishes,
Felicity Levett – Principal
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IMPORTANT
Mount Rogers Primary is an
ANAPHYLACTIC FRIENDLY SCHOOL
Please do not bring into our school:
NUTS and nut products (please be aware
that Nutella spread and many muesli/health
bars contain nuts)
FISH including prawns and tuna
SESAME including hummus, some snack
bars, vege chips, tahini, as bread topping
EGG as egg sandwiches or boiled

REMINDERS
Healthy Hut Canteen
CLOSED until further notice
14 Mar

Canberra Day – Public
holiday

15 Mar
– 1 Apr

Kindergarten BASE
Assessment

TERM DATES
Term 1

31 Jan/1 Feb – 8 April

Term 2

26 April – 1 July

Term 3

18 July – 23 September

Term 4

10 October – 16 December

FOCUS ON WRITING
across our school this week

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CLEAN UP DAY
AT MOUNT ROGERS

Our cohorts got together to clean up their playground
areas. We are all working towards reducing the
packaging (mainly soft plastics) that comes to school,
becomes litter, and ends up in landfill.
Keep your eye out for more information, before the end
of term on how your family can help our school reduce
our waste.

P&C ASSOCIATION AGM
General Meeting to follow

All Welcome
MOUNT ROGERS PRIMARY SCHOOL
When: Monday, 28 February 2022
Time: Starting 7.00pm
Venue: Mount Rogers School Hall
For more information please email:
secretary.mountrogerspandc@gmail.com

HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF INCLUSIVE
EDUCATION IN ACT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
The inclusive education survey on disability and
education in ACT Public Schools has re-opened.
Discussion groups are also being held over the coming
month.
Students with disability (both current and former),
carers, families, advocates, school staff and the broader
community are invited to join the ‘Community
Conversation’ and help shape how we strengthen
inclusive education in ACT Public Schools. If you haven’t
already done so, visit A Community Conversation to
complete the survey and/or join a discussion group.
For more information about the survey and this work
visit the Education Directorate website:
https://www.education.act.g
ov.au/support-for-ourstudents/students-withdisability/strengtheninginclusive-education

All welcome

The survey closes 25 March 2022.

CULTURAL INTEGRITY
Yuumma everyone
The Cultural Integrity Team spotted this gorgeous banner
at Flynn Preschool so that the children know they are on
Ngunnawal Country. It was created last year by the
preschool children and their teacher, Leeza.
Together they explored some Ngunnawal words then
created a banner using the words, and some Aboriginal
and Torres Strait symbols. It is a simple and effective way
to recognise the land we work, learn and play on.

A big thank you to our school
community. Together we
raised $820.75 for the UNICEF
Tonga Recovery Appeal. Our
school's donation will provide
life saving supplies to Tongan
children and families.
Thank you from the UNICEF Australia Team

Yuma – hello
Yumalundi - welcome
Bubal – boy
Mullanan – girl
Gudhaiar – children
Winyu – sun

Kubbadang – moon
Dyurra - stars
Garrit – rain
Dhugguru – frost
Kanbi - fire

You may like to take a look at a list of words that are
helpful in exploring our links to Ngunnawal Country at
https://www.forkword.com/plog/?p=694
Yerrabi!
Amarylise Bessey - Cultural Integrity Team

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUS
LEARNING (PBL PROGRAM
Respectful, Inclusive, Safe & Engaged
\

All classes in 3/4 have been relearning our RISE expectations in
our podded area of the school.
We even created RISE
expectations suited particularly
for our ‘3/4 Blacktop’ space. This
is where 3/4 students line up in
the morning to meet their
teachers (and receive Monday
Motivators on Monday) and sit
during eating time to reduce
rubbish on our playground.
Our whole school has done a wonderful job on relearning our RISE expectations. We are rewarded with a
Break 3 on Friday afternoon!

Important reminder
COLLECTING YOUR CHILD EARLY FROM SCHOOL?
For early pickup of your child, please contact the school at
least 30 minutes prior to collection time (emergencies
excepted).
This will help office staff to maintain staffing levels in the
office, and also minimise delays at the time of collection
for parents/carers. Children are not always in their
classrooms, so delays in locating them may be
experienced.

PUBLIC HEALTH ALERT
Protect against mosquito bites
The ACT Health Directorate has alerted the Canberra and
surrounding community to protect themselves against
mosquito bites. Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) has
been detected in samples from pigs in commercial pig
farms at locations in regional New South Wales,
northern Victoria and southern Queensland, indicating
the virus is likely circulating in the mosquito population.
Public Health Alert: protect against mosquito bites

CHICKENPOX – Varicella-Zoster Virus
There have been reported cases of Chickenpox in our
school. If you suspect your child has Chickenpox, please
keep them home from school and seek medical advice.
Please also inform the school if your child has been
diagnosed with this illness.
ACT Government Health fact sheet is attached.

MOUNT ROGERS P&C CANTEEN
THE HEALTHY HUT

CLOSED
until further notice
Canteen enquiries
secretary.mountrogerspandc@gmail.com

Reminders
EXCURSION & PERMISSION NOTES
DUE

PAYMENT

YEAR

TOPIC

K-6

Classroom Resources

3-6

ICT Permission Form

9 Feb

NA

Selected
students

Yr 5 Band (2yr program)

11 Mar
8 Apr

$115
$115

$90/student

Notes and/or payments received after the due date will NOT be accepted.

2022 CLASSROOM RESOURCES
Supporting your child’s learning

$90 per child - please ensure that your
child has all the stationery items necessary
for their learning in 2022.
Payment can be made by:
▪ Cash / cheque
▪ Online payment facility via website
▪ EFTPOS – at school office
Thank you for your support

2022 VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS
Preschool & Primary School

Your voluntary contribution goes directly
toward purchasing educational resources
for students.
Primary

$100 per year – 1 child
$150 per year – 2 or more
children in family (primary site)

Preschool $200 per year – 1 child
$300 per year – 2 children in
family (preschool site)
Payment can be made by:
▪ Cash / cheque
▪ Online payment facility via website
▪ EFTPOS – at school office
Voluntary Contribution form attached

The Belconnen Cats Junior Australian Football Club is a
community focused club aimed at providing a safe and
encouraging environment for children of all ages to learn
and enjoy the spirit of sport and the skills of AFL.
Come play with the Belconnen Cats in 2022. Develop
skills, coordination and teamwork while having fun with
your mates.
Registrations now open for age groups 5 to 17 years.
www.belconnencatsafl.com.au
Open Day
Sunday 20 March 2022 - 10.00am – 12.00pm
Giralang Primary School, Canopus Crescent
Season starts Saturday 30 April 2022
Training venues are Aranda Oval (our home ground) or
Giralang Oval.

