
 

 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER NO. 10            22 JULY 2015            TERM 3 WEEK 1 
 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE TEAM 
 

 
Welcome back to all our families.  We are looking forward to another 
productive term here at Mount Rogers.  The term calendar highlighting 
special events will be sent home next week. 
 

NAIDOC WEEK 
NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and 
Islanders Day Observance Committee.  Its 
origins can be traced to the emergence of 
Aboriginal groups in the 1920s which sought to increase awareness in the 
wider community of the status and treatment of Indigenous Australians. 

NAIDOC Week is held in the first week of July, during the school holidays.  
It is a time to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, 
culture and achievements and is an opportunity to recognise the 
contributions that Indigenous Australians make to our country and our 
society. 

The National NAIDOC theme for 2015 is: 
We all Stand on Sacred Ground: Learn, Respect and Celebrate 
This year the theme highlights Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples’ strong spiritual and cultural connection to land and sea.  The 
theme is an opportunity to pay respects to country; honour those who 
work tirelessly on preserving land, sea and culture and to share the stories 
of many sites of significance or sacred places with the nation. 

As the oldest continuing culture on the planet, the living culture of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people is intrinsically linked with these 
sacred places.  This year’s theme was also chosen specifically to highlight 
and celebrate the anniversary of the ‘Handback’ of Uluru, one of these 
sacred sites, to its traditional owners on 26 October 30 years ago. 

We have 21 students enrolled at our school this year who identify as 
having Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander background.  On Friday we will 
be hosting a special NAIDOC Week ceremony in the school hall from 2pm.  
All families are welcome to attend.  This will replace our usual Friday 
afternoon assembly. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF 
This term we welcome two new teachers to our staff. Lauren Heagney has 
joined our Year 1 teaching team and has spent much of the school holiday 
break here setting up the learning environment ready for Term 2.  I 
encourage families to visit the Year 1 classroom to see what an exciting 
learning environment Lauren, Paul, Katrina and Alyssa have created. 

Patrick Ormerod has been employed as our literacy and numeracy 
coordinator.  He will be working with teachers and students from across 
the school focusing on continuing to improve teaching and learning in 
literary and numeracy.  Patrick will also be coordinating our Walk/Ride to 
school program and is keen to hear from parents who would like to be 
involved in our bike education program.  We look forward to sharing 
Lauren and Pat’s expertise and passion for teaching and learning.  

 

DIRECTORY 
Principal: Sue Harding 
Deputy Principal: Felicity Levett 
Alfred Hill Drive 
MELBA  ACT  2615 
T: (02) 6205 8066 
F: (02) 6205 8064 
E: info@mtrogers.act.edu.au 
W: www.mtrogers.act.edu.au 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/mountrogersprimary 

Board Chair: Nicole Slater 
P&C President: Peter Hesp 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/MountRogersPandC 

Canteen: Donna Barnes Ph 6258 1552 
 

IMPORTANT 
Mount Rogers Primary is an 

ANAPHYLACTIC FRIENDLY SCHOOL 
 

Please do not bring into our school: 
 

Boiled EGGS or egg sandwiches 
NUTS and nut products (please be aware 

that Nutella spread and many muesli/health 
bars contain nuts) 

FISH (including prawns and tuna) 
 

 

REMINDERS 

24 July NAIDOC Week Ceremony 2pm 
All Welcome 

27 -31 
July 

Parent-Teacher Interviews 
(Online bookings via PTO) 

28 July School Board Meeting 7:45am 

29 July Chinese Course Information Session 
5:30pm OR 6pm 

31 July Assembly 2pm - All Welcome 
Host: - Executive staff 

3 Aug P&C Meeting 7:30pm All Welcome 

 

NOTES HOME THIS FORTNIGHT 
DATE TOPIC RETURN 

20 July 
Yr 1 Luna Moths 
Getting to Know You 
Interviews 

 

20 July Kinder 100 Days at 
School Celebration  

20 July 
Kinder Walking 
outside school 
grounds 

ASAP 

20 July 
PTO Booking Info for 
Parent/Teacher 
Interviews  

 

 

2015 TERM DATES 
Term 3 20 July to 25 September 

Term 4 12 October to 18 December 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE TEAM continued 
STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
During the school holidays 16 teachers from our school 
attended the annual AATE/ALEA English Literacy 
Conference here in Canberra.  The theme of the 
conference was Capitalising on Curiosity, fitting 
perfectly with our Walker Learning and project based 
approaches to learning.  Many of our teachers 
particularly enjoyed the engaging presentations on 
‘Empowering students to set goals for literacy 
improvement’, and ‘Using the Daily 5 to establish 
active, curious behaviours to improve student 
learning’, by Joan Moser and Gail Boushey, authors of 
the ‘Daily 5’.  This term we will continue to build on 
how we keep curiosity alive in our classrooms by 
reflecting on key messages from the conference. 

Mount Rogers Primary is participating in Woolworths 
Earn & Learn again this year.  This is an opportunity to 
earn resources for our school.  If your family or friends 
are shopping at Woolworths between now and 8th 

September I encourage you to collect Woolworths Earn 
& Learn Stickers from the checkout operator or 
through an online order, and place them on a 
Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker sheet.  There’ll be 
one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 
spent (excluding liquor, tobacco, and gift cards).  Once 
completed, simply place the Sticker Sheet in the 
collection box, either at school or at our local 
Woolworths. 

For more detail about the program 
please visit 
woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn 
 

 
 
 
Sue Harding 
Principal 
 
 

P&C MOUNT ROGERS PRIMARY FETE 
 

When: Saturday, 12 September 
Time: 10am to 2pm 
Where: Mount Rogers Primary 

 Alfred Hill Drive, Melba 
 
For more information please contact:  
Katrina Cornish katrinacornish22@hotmail.com 
Drew Newman drewnewman81@hotmail.com 
 

 

 
TERM 3 CALENDAR COMING SOON 

 
 

CHINESE INFORMATION SESSION 
 

Wednesday, 29 July at 5:30pm 
OR 

Wednesday, 29 July at 6:00pm 
 

In the Chinese Room 
 

For parents and carers whose children are currently 
learning Mandarin at Mount Rogers. 

 
 

 

 
LEADERSHIP CONGRESS 
Our school captains attended a leadership congress 
led by the Minister of Education.  We were talking 
about better ways to lead, and about things we can 
improve. 

We also went through some debating skills where 
Lachlan, Nina and Bella got to be a judge.  It was a 
great experience for the captains.  We have lots of 
new ideas for great fun days and learnt new people 
skills.  We also learnt the art of debating. 

We hope our ideas not only benefit the school but 
also benefit the students, in particular.  It was a 
great privilege and experience. 

Nina, Isabella, Lachlan, Joshua 
 

 
 
 

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS - SEMESTER 1 
 

▪ For years Kindergarten to Year 6 
▪ From Monday 27 July until Friday, 31 July 
▪ Interviews will be 10 minutes duration 

 

We encourage all parents to book a time on-line. 
 

Go to www.mtrogers.act.edu.au 
Click on Parent Teacher Interviews 
Enter your surname and PIN – already provided to you. 
 

 

SEMESTER 1 – AQUITTAL OF EXCURSIONS 
INCOME EXPENDITURE $ OUTCOME $ 

Swim Carnival 2622.00 2187.26 434.74 
Camp Cooba 18514.00 18460.00 54.00 
National Museum 1274.00 1068.73 205.27 
Day Out In Canberra 441.00 406.36 34.64 
Athletics Carnival 2321.90 2032.02 289.88 
War Memorial & 
Blundell’s Cottage 648.00 505.46 142.54 

Zoo & Aquarium 847.50 790.46 57.04 
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                     TERM 3 NEWSLETTER 
The KidsMatter Kids 
Last term an important student group was established called the ‘KidsMatter kids’. 
Daisy, Brayden, Helayna, Hayley, Tanaeya, Lysander, Ryan and Natalie are Year 5 
students who meet regularly with Mrs Wittchen and talk all things KidsMatters. Their 
role is to be a student voice in the KidsMatter decision making process. If students at 
the school have any great ideas or issues of concern they are the group they can talk 
to. They are another port of call alongside the teachers and playground monitors if 
students are having problems on the playground. They will recommend useful books 
to read and discuss. Keep an eye out for their hot reads that are displayed on the 
KidsMatter stand in the library. The students will also head into classes, read some 
social skills stories and promote discussions with classes. They will promote diversity, 
tolerance and acceptance at Mount Rogers School as well as continuing to promote 
our schools anti-bullying stance. 

Social skills books for borrowing 
The KidsMatter books stand in the library has been a great success. Students are 
borrowing these stories and discussing a range of issues with their families. Keep an eye out on library day if your 
child has borrowed one of these stories. 
 
Cross age buddy groups 
This term we will continue with our cross age buddy groups led by the Year 6 students. These groups were 
established as part of our ‘Bully. No Way!’ day. The Year 6 students organise social skills activities for their group 
and reiterate to younger students that they are the leaders of the school who are there for support on the 
playground when required. These groups will occur on the Friday afternoon of Weeks 5 and 9. 
 
 

Social skills program 
Our explicit social skills sessions will continue this term. Here is an overview of what will be covered. Our whole 
school social school time is Friday afternoons (non-assembly weeks). Classes then follow up this lesson in the 
following week through student social skill journals. Our whole school focus for Term 3 is ‘Social Awareness’. 
 

 PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN YEARS 1 & 2 YEARS 3 & 4 YEARS 5 & 6 
Social 

Awareness 
- Please, may I 
and thank you 
- Saying sorry 
- Making 
excuses 
 

- Caring  
friendships 
- Sharing and 
taking turns 
- Working 
through a 
problem 
- Including others 

- Bringing colour 
into other  
people’s lives 
- Meeting new 
people 
- When it is hard 
to join in 
- When 
friendship makes 
you blue 

- Friendship 
and friendship 
groups 
- Equality and 
exclusion in 
groups 
- What is 
empathy 
 

- Friendship 
groups 
- Social 
responsibility 

 

Social skills ideas 
A great movie to take the family to is ‘Inside Out’.  It is a great way to get your 
child talking about their emotions and can help them understand why 
sometimes we feel the way we do.  If you are heading to the library try and 
borrow some Aaron Blabey books.  His stories cover such a range of social skill 
issues and are firm favourites with children.  For further KidsMatter 
information and access to a whole range of information sheets please visit 
www.kidsmatter.edu.au/ 

  

http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary


 
 

Reminders 
DUE DATES FOR EXCURSION NOTES WITH PAYMENTS 

YEAR TOPIC RETURN BY PAYMENT 

Band Yr 6 Band Fees NOW $100 

Band Yr 5 Band Fees NOW $90 

Yr 3/4 Birrigai Camp - Deposit 31 July $100 

Yr 3/4 Birrigai Camp – Final Payment 20 August $55 

Selected 
Students 

Belconnen Track & Field 
Carnival 

14 August $7 

Excursion notes and payments received after the 
due date will not be accepted. 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER 

 
During Public Education Week this year, I launched the 
Canberra Public Schools web portal. 
http://www.det.act.gov.au/canberra-public-schools  

The Canberra Public Schools webpage is a ‘one-stop shop’ 
for you to find information specifically about Canberra public 
schools.  The webpage has a fresh look and feel, and 
contains important information, feature articles and useful 
links. It also has a search function for you to search for 
schools by geographic area, details on curriculum, programs 
and student enrolment. The page also links to useful 
information including school websites, holiday and school 
term information, ACTION Buses and SunSmart.  

The Canberra Public Schools webpage is also links to the 
‘Parents and Students at the Centre’, ‘Trending 
#successstories’, and ‘Public School Alumni’ pages. These 
pages contain stories and articles about the achievements 
our schools, teachers, principals, alumni and students. 

I encourage you to explore the new webpage, and let us 
know your thoughts. Please email DET.Media@act.gov.au 
with your feedback.  As you know, Canberra public schools 
are fantastic and students deserve to have their successes 
shared.  

Kind regards 
Joy Burch - Minister for Education and Training  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
“Real humanity is shown when we care for others” 

Professor Fred Hollows 
The Fred Hollows Foundation is keeping Fred’s vision alive 
through The Fred Hollows Humanity Award which recognises 
Year 6 students who show care and compassion for others. 

The award, now in its fourth year, is supported by the ACT 
Education and Training Directorate and The Canberra Times 
and is a fantastic opportunity to recognise students outside 
the academic and sporting realm.  

Teachers, parents and members of the community are 
encouraged to nominate a student.  All nominees will be 
invited to a presentation ceremony to announce the ACT 
winner.  To nominate a student and learn more about the 
Award go to www.hollows.org.au/humanityaward 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
NDIS PRE PLANNING WORKSHOPS 
• Would you like help to prepare for your planning 

conversation with the National Disability Insurance Agency 
(NDIA)? 

• Are you unsure of what an NDIS planning conversation might 
be like? 

The NDIA are running regular workshops for participants, 
families and carers to assist with understanding NDIS 
processes.  In these sessions the NDIA will: 
• Explain how the NDIS works 
• Provide tools to help you identify your goals and aspirations 
• Explain and assist you to prepare for the planning 
conversation 

Please RSVP by emailing communityact@ndis.gov.au or call 
(02) 6146 8200.  Please advise the names of those attending, 
contact phone number and any support requirements.   Both 
libraries are fully accessible and have ample parking.  Friends, 
family members and carers are welcome. 
Workshops are scheduled for a number of dates in July and 
August - see the front office for these dates. 
Venues: 
Gungahlin Library - Cnr of Hibberson & Gozzard St, Gungahlin 
Tuggeranong Library - Cowlishaw Street, Tuggeranong 
NDIS Braddon Office - 212 Northbourne Ave, Braddon 

If you have any enquiries about preparing for your planning 
conversation please call the ACT Trial Site on 6146 8200. 
 
 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Claire H in Year 1 Fireflies who has recently 
graduated from her swim school.  Claire has been swimming 
for 6 years and has also completed other swimming survival 
skills programs.  Well done, Claire  
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